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a few moments had elapsed when Captain Cook joined the com-
mander of the Second Squadron. Mr. Hodgson, the navigating
officer, sang out from the bridge to the captain something about
being connected up, and to the commander of the Second Squad-
ron, '"Commodore, they are coming right at us!" He was di-
rected to "go right for them!" As the helm had been, put
aport, to bring the Brooklyn's head towards the Spanish squad-
ron, the order was given to Cook: "Ahead, full speed!" and to
the flag lieutenant to signal, "Clear ship for action," that being
done to get rid of temporary railings and awnings and to pro-
tect the crew, following that signal with "Close up/' or "Close
action,'' explaining quickly to Cook the nature of these signals,
and directing him to maintain the action at about 1,000 yards,
so as to be a little outside the effective torpedo range of the
Spanish vessels. Much was to depend upon the Brooklyn that
day, in the absence of the New York, which was the only other
ship with sufficient speed to have kept up if our lines had been
broken through, as indeed did happen.

Captain Cook replied that "we should soon be in the cross-
fire of our own ships." His attention was called to the possible
dashes of torpedo boats,, and it is recalled that he directed Lieu-
tenant Commander Mason to detail two or three rapid-fire guns
for especial use against them if any such attempts were made.
The first gun from the Brooklyn was fired by Lieutenant Simp-
son from the forward turret, almost directly over the bow.

The leading ship, Teresa, evidently intended to ram, and we
now know that this was the Spanish plan of battle; but, being
driven off by the rapid fire, she made a sudden rank sheer to
the westward, leaving a small gap between herself and the ship
immediately following, which was recognized afterwards as the
Viscaya. The distance at this time was reported to be 900 yards,
but for some reason the Viscaya, also intending to ram, gave up
the idea and sheered westward to follow the Teresa.

The Brooklyn was steering a course diametrically opposite
to that steered by the Spanish fleet, and it was apparent that
the original plan, to rush in upon the enemy as his squadron
was emerging from the channel and sink it, had failed. The
Spanish squadron had practically broken through and passed
the battleship line, thereby creating a new situation in the fight,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